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Groomsport Village Association held a very successful Wine Tasting event on 1st April raising £480 for an automated external defibrillator in the village.  This is the GVA's contribution towards the £1500 required by Henderson Spar to install this very valuable piece of equipment. We would like to thank Neill Wine for the venue and, in particular, Neil Pershaw for introducing us to the delights of the various wines. Tesco Springhill donated the cheeses, fruit and nibbles and we are most grateful for their generosity.   Thanks also to the various local businesses and people who provided items for the raffle: Bloomfield Laser Clinic, Cottage Kitchen, Gordon’s Wine Bar, Gabby’s, Groomsport Inn, Groomsport Garden Nurseries, Merab Opie, Neill Wine, Picasso Hair, Spar Groomsport and the Stables. Thank You to all who attended and supported the event.                                           Groomsport plays host to The Big Lunch on 12 June  

Following on from last year’s successful event 7.29 million people across the UK took part in The Big Lunch’ The idea came from the Eden Project in Cornwall back in 2009 with the simple idea of people sitting down together, getting to know people who live near them, and being part of a community.  Our big lunch will start at 1.00 pm with a ‘bring your own’ style picnic lunch at the picnic table area outside Cockle Row cottages.  We will enjoy live local music and have a fun afternoon of activities for all ages lasting until 5.00 pm.  This will include sporting fun, gardening workshop, a crab fishing competition sponsored by Kevin Baird, Marina & Harbour Manager, poppy activities in association with The Somme ceremony event organised by Ards and North Down Borough Council, hook-a-duck fun and environmental awareness, to name a few.    The Big Lunch coincides with Her Majesty the Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations and so we will be inviting those attending our Big Lunch to join in with a chorus of ‘Happy Birthday’ and a slice of celebratory birthday cake at 1.30 pm. We hope you will come along and join The Big Lunch in Groomsport. Lots of opportunities exist for YOU to get involved and lend some support to this community event - sports activities, music, flowers for the tables, arts/crafts workshop, baking or cooking, face painting, lend a table or chairs....the list is endless.  Please contact us or leave a message for Sharon with how you could help and we will get in touch.  The Big Lunch - get involved!  Email: info@groomsport.info  Strengthening neighbourhood relations, Bringing all ages together and Creating shared memories. 



Groomsport enters ‘Ulster in Bloom’ Competition 
 Groomsport is again entered into the ‘Translink Ulster in Bloom’ Competition in 2016. (Large Village Category) 
 Following on from last year’s great result of Runner Up to Hillsborough it will be a challenge but one we will relish!  Already we are off to a fine start with having a beautiful, natural, picturesque setting, not forgetting the hard work of Ards and North Down Borough Council, supported magnificently by the residents of the village with their all year round efforts. However, to be successful in this competition we have to ‘step up’ and show that we are all contributing to the normal works undertaken by the Council. Residents and businesses together! ‘Every little bit helps’  Simple contributions that we can all make such as not dropping litter; the picking up and the careful disposal of litter dropped by others; mindful attention to prevent dog fouling and its careful disposal; not parking vehicles on paths or grass areas (please be respectful that we have residents and visitors who have mobility issues as well as the damage caused to the grass and paths and the inconvenience even danger to others); maintaining your garden and pulling a few weeds not only within your own property but also on the footpaths in front of your property etc.  Commercial property owners are also asked to do their part by maintaining their property’s appearance and its frontage from clutter, weeds and litter.  Groomsport’s Ulster in Bloom Team has already made representations to and liaises with the Council, Transport NI and the Housing Executive.  These proposals include modest restoration of the stone path beside the Parish Church, linking the beach to Donaghadee Road and thus providing direct access to the beach. The path was originally installed by children of the village as part of the Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977 and is also part of The Ulster Way.  We have also applied for grants to provide gardening equipment, planters, herb garden and a healthy eating demonstration. We will also be co-ordinating volunteers for weeding and tidying up within the village.  The next tidy up event is on Saturday 28th May, meeting 10am at harbour Boathouse carpark Come along and contribute to our ‘Ulster in Bloom’ efforts and to the wellbeing of our beautiful village, enjoying some community craic along the way! Children under 17 must be accompanied by an adult.  Bring along your own light gardening equipment such as trowel, hoe, brush or shovel.  Judging for the Translink Ulster in Bloom competition will take part during July 2016.  Please view our GVA community notice board for more updated information. Should you have any suggestions or queries contact: Groomsport Village Association Web: www.groomsport.info  Email: info@groomsport.info  Facebook: Groomsport Village Association Or, contact: Roy McWhinney Tel: 07739 347 885 Email: rmcwhinney@btinternet.com                                            Dog Control Orders 

Summer is approaching, so, from 1st June 2016 through to 31st August, Council Dog Control Orders will be in place on Groomsport’s beaches.  There are notices along the seafronts detailing the areas covered and 
giving information about the Orders.   



Springwell Play Park - a great Result! 
 In our January 2015 Newsletter, we expressed the long running concerns of local parents about their children using Springwell Play Park as it was not fenced off from an adjacent car park. While the Council maintain the equipment and the area to a very good standard, there was nothing to prevent children running out into the car park. Parents and those looking after children needed to be reassured that the children were safe.  GVA are delighted to report that this lovely little play park has now been fenced and that those using the facilities can feel safe and secure. We hope that more children will now be able to enjoy lots of fun there. Our thanks to the Housing Executive for undertaking the work and to the locally elected representatives who made this happen, in particular, Alderman Bill Keery.  

 EU Day of Solidarity and Linking Generations – Beth Johnson Foundation 
On Friday night 29th April Groomsport Village Association 
(GVA) celebrated European Union Day of Solidarity and 
Linking Generations by organising an event with Groomsport 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church Youth Club.  
Club members along with some senior residents of the 
village helped to plant out two flower planters which are now 
on display outside the church for the congregation and 
visitors to admire.  
This activity was designed to engage the youth of our 
community with our senior members. Their enthusiasm and 
enjoyment for the planting out of the flowers and of each 
other’s company was clearly evident with two beautiful, 
colourful planters as proof! 

Saturday morning 30th April, a second 
activity was undertaken at the rocky 
outcrop behind Cockle Row Cottages. 
Shrubs including Silver Shamrock Alpines, 
Sea Thrifts and Arenaria were planted, 
transforming this to a future beautiful 
rockery for residents and visitors to admire.  
These activities were very kindly sponsored by the Public Health Agency through Linking Generations 
Northern Ireland and the Beth Johnson Foundation to whom the GVA are eternally grateful.         
Thanks also goes to all those who participated, with special mentions to Groomsport Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church and their Youth Club; Peter, Robert, and Merab who are members of Groomsport’s 
Ulster In Bloom team and to Alan at Groomsport Nursery. 



We have had a very busy and rewarding few months during February and March with 
organised events in our village.  February saw the ‘Feel Fab in Feb!’ Health and 
Wellbeing campaign - where local residents enjoyed tai chi taster classes, reflexology 
and massage sessions; an historical walking tour of Groomsport, golf morning and 
also availed of the services of Action Cancer’s Big Bus.    We would like to acknowledge our successful grant application from Ards and North Down Borough Council to help support these activities - with subsidies from Groomsport Village Association as well as to thank all those who helped make our Health and Wellbeing campaign so successful:  Gillian, Rebecca, Michele, Leonard, Gareth, Neil, Colin and to the Parish Church for hall usage.  We rely on the donations requested to provide all of these services. For example, the GVA contributed £350 to the Big Bus visit. If you forgot to make payments to GVA or missed appointments which had to be paid for by the Association, please do so by getting in touch, so we can go on providing such services.  

                 ‘Groomsport’s Got Talent’                                                                                                          
A fantastic afternoon showcasing local talent, and boy, what a talented group of local people we have within the village!  From poem recitals to dance, from musical acts to film stars - The Walter Nelson Hall had it all on 12 March 2016.    Added to that, a charming photographic exhibition by Perry Moore - made for a fabulous afternoon out.    Big thanks to Louise and Gavin our very own Cheryl Cole and Simon Cowell, to Stuart on piano and to Robin who held it all together; not forgetting all the stars of the show who displayed confidence and great community spirit for getting up on the stage.  You can rest assured we have a range of varied talents in Groomsport village - so look out Britain’s Got Talent - we are on our way!                      Volunteering with the GVA 

Volunteers have a unique contribution to make to our village because their support shows that the community really wants this organisation to succeed.  Without them Groomsport Village Association could not consider arranging events in the village. Whether it’s marshalling at the Triathlon, weeding and tidying up the village for Ulster in Bloom, Christmas Lights & Santa, Summer Fun for families on the green, Newsletter news gathering and editing, photography, website, social media etc. We thank everyone who comes forward to ‘Lend a Hand’!   Could we do more? That depends on what ideas our volunteers have, and the particular skills they may offer. Volunteers add an extra range of skills, flexibility, experience, and fresh ideas that would not exist without their involvement. The GVA is gaining experience and training with Volunteers, but we still have a way to go in developing our group with volunteers of all ages. Whatever time you can give is greatly appreciated, as is information on particular skills you may have which can be utilised.  If you want to get involved, please do contact us at info@groomsport.info with your contact details, and any particular project you would like to help with.  No experience is required, just a willingness to help out and have some fun!    
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